To all Community Members: First we’d like to share some information:  

DELTA COVES MAY BE BACK IN BUSINESS!!  We understand that an agreement has been reached for the purchase of Delta Coves.  They are in escrow with a planned close date in February.  That’s welcome news and something for our community to look forward to!  Very positive news!

Bethel Island is the subject of a documentary highlighting the views, businesses and our Community.  Film has been made and additional pictures are being taken to use to promote the Island.  The hopes are that film makers will be interested in our location, amenities and views.  Everyone who is a Chamber Member with a business location on the Island will have pictures of their business included in the film.  We have Paul and Belinda Bittner to thank for this exposure opportunity!  All attention is welcome and should help highlight the businesses and opportunities on the Island.

We will be reaching out to the Businesses on the Island to help us plan some Island promotions.  We are working on additional events to promote our members.  We want to add activities to the 50’s Bash (boat regatta?), work on a coupon book to support the member businesses and plan other events to bring the public to our town.  It was suggested we do a Passport type event to encourage visitors to go to the various businesses, get a stamp showing they were there and have a drawing for those people who visited each of the businesses involved. This will get people to your business then it’s up to you to convince them to come back!  Another suggestion was a Soap Box Derby where entrants build their vehicle onsite and race off at the end of the day.  People can watch the process and cheer on their favorite team.    We will need the support of the businesses so we plan events that highlight and support them.  Any and all ideas are welcome!

We have streamlined our operation, reduced our overhead and are looking good for 2012. We’re passing some of these savings on to our members with a slightly different membership package, but we are also asking for more involvement to plan events that will help us grow more.  With the support of our members we are looking forward to a great year!

We’ve added new members to the Chamber organization.  Sue Smith-Fuller, Farmer’s Insurance Agent, has been added to our Board in an interim position.  Carla Blair, of Blair’s Trading Post, is our Treasurer.  Cha Cha Cha is our Secretary keeping track of our minutes and putting together the Calendar of Events (as businesses give them to us!) and posting Facebook on a regular basis.  We have set up a Members Facebook Page and all Chamber Members can post their activities there as one more place to find out what to do on our Island!  As members sign up for 2012 they will be invited to this page with the rights to post.

We are also working on updating our website.  We will be listing members by business type, adding emergency contact information for visitors and giving each Member a page to post their activities.  You will be able to add event flyers, calendar information and other items that will help promote your business.  You post your items and keep them current.  One more place to get your name out to the public. 

To do all of this, we need members because everything we do costs money unfortunately – but most of all we need ideas!  Join the Chamber and help us help you!  We’re feeling really good about 2012!

Thanks!
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